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concludes that social media serves as a dynamic space where language and 

identity continuously evolve under the influence of global and local factors. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The interactive and flexible nature of social media enables individuals to use 

language strategically to express themselves, construct desired identities, and 

engage with different social groups (Goffman, 1959). In this context, language 

functions as a key instrument for self-expression, social belonging, and the 

negotiation of norms within virtual communities. This study investigates how 

social media influences language practices and explores the broader implications 

of these changes for identity formation in the digital era. 
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The relationship between language, identity, and social media has become an 

important focus in the fields of sociolinguistics and digital communication. 

Platforms like Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and TikTok provide spaces for 

linguistic creativity, identity performance, and cultural interaction. Social media 

promotes informal, hybrid, and multimodal communication styles. 

Androutsopoulos (2006) introduces the concept of “digital vernaculars,” referring 

to the combination of standard and nonstandard language forms, emojis, memes, 

and abbreviations. Young people and multilingual users often engage in code-

switching and translanguaging, creatively blending elements from different 

languages (Lee, 2017). 

Social media also plays a significant role in identity formation by allowing 

users to construct and negotiate their identities through online interactions. Boyd 

(2014) suggests that profiles and communication styles serve as tools for shaping 

identity. Studies indicate that linguistic choices on these platforms are influenced 

by factors such as gender, ethnicity, age, and social group affiliation (Tagg, 

Seargeant, & Brown, 2017). For example, African American Vernacular English is 

frequently used by Black users on Twitter as a way to express cultural identity 

(Alim & Smitherman, 2012). 

Furthermore, sociolinguistic change has become more visible in the digital 

age. Eckert and McConnell-Ginet (2013) argue that language variation and 

evolution are increasingly observable through online platforms. Features such as 

hashtags, memes, and slang can quickly spread across communities, shaping 

mainstream communication and influencing language norms (Zappavigna, 2012). 

Overall, social media has not only accelerated language change but has also 
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become a key space where individuals actively construct and express their 

identities. 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, social media has significantly transformed the relationship 

between language and identity in contemporary society. These platforms have not 

only simplified communication but have also contributed to the emergence of new 

linguistic forms such as slang, abbreviations, emojis, and memes. As a result, 

language appears as a dynamic and constantly evolving system shaped by digital 

interaction. 

The findings of this study indicate that language on social media functions 

not only as a means of communication but also as a powerful tool for self-

expression, identity construction, and group affiliation. In particular, young people 

and multilingual users активно engage in practices such as code-switching and 

translanguaging, demonstrating creativity and adaptability in their language use. 

Moreover, social media accelerates the process of language change and 

facilitates the rapid spread of linguistic innovations across global communities. 

This contributes to the development of new sociolinguistic patterns and trends. 

Overall, social media has become a crucial space where individuals actively 

construct, negotiate, and express their identities through language. 
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